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Death. No one really wants to talk about it but, when 
your time eventually comes, someone will need to 
get your stuff sorted out. Arrangements will have to 
be made, people will need to be told, and somebody 
needs to order enough sausage rolls and the right 
beer and wine for your wake.

The Bottom Drawer Book is your after death action 
plan. Your ideas, funeral plans, and your life’s 
reflections will sit quietly in its pages until they’re 
needed. Then, when you do die, there’ll be no family 
squabbling over how much to spend on your coffin, 
who’ll tell stories at your funeral, which outfit you’ll be 
buried in, or where to spread your ashes.

The notes you make in The Bottom Drawer Book  
will give your loved ones the opportunity to grieve  
and celebrate the real you and your honest story–
knowing it’s just what you would have wanted.

9 780645 176728>

ISBN 978-0-6451767-2-8

THE DEPARTURE FOLD: A FINAL CHAPTER CHATTERBOX
A conversation starter from The Bottom Drawer Book

Step-by-Step Guide

1.	 Cut along the lines to make a square.

2.	 Place the square face down.

3.	 Fold the Corners In: Fold all four corners exactly into the centre 
point. You’ll end up with a smaller square.

4.	Flip and Repeat: Turn the paper over so the smooth side is facing up. 
Once again, fold all four new corners into the centre point.

5.	 Form the Pockets: Fold the square in half horizontally, crease it, 
unfold it, and then fold it in half vertically. This loosens up the paper.

6.	Bring it to Life: Slide your thumbs and index fingers under the four 
flat square flaps on the bottom. Push the corners toward the centre, 
and the chatterbox will pop up into shape!

 
 
Like the Departure Fold, The Bottom Drawer Book: the after death action 
plan makes conversations about death and funerals less awkward.

Instead of leaving your favourite people playing a giant game of “What 
would they have wanted?”, it lets you spell out your farewell plans and 
personal reflections ahead of time. 

Written by Queensland journo Lisa Herbert, this colourful, surprisingly 
cheery workbook and guide is full of insights on all the final details you 
probably haven’t thought of. Now in its fifth edition, the independent, 
heart-filled publication has helped thousands of families since 2013. 
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